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1. Introduction 
 
State child welfare programs and those administering child welfare services are responsible for 
meeting federal reporting requirements associated with their Adoption and Foster Care Analysis 
and Reporting System (AFCARS).  
 
This document will describe how and where each AFCARS data element is captured in 
eWiSACWIS. 
 

2. AFCARS Data Entry 

2.1 Maintain Case Page 
 

eWiSACWIS Field AFCARS Element Definition 

County #3 

Local FIPS Code (County of jurisdiction or where 

jurisdiction would be located, i.e. for the Regional 

Adoption Program) 
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2.2 Person Management Page – Basic Tab 
 

eWiSACWIS Field 
AFCARS 

Element 
Definition 

Birth Date #6 The date of birth for the child 

 #45 
The date of birth for the child’s Primary Caretaker, 

from whose home the child was removed 

 #46 

The date of birth for the child’s Secondary 

Caretaker, from whose home the child was 

removed 

 #50 
The date of birth for the child’s current/most 

recent Foster Parent 1 

 #51 
The date of birth for the child’s current/most 

recent Foster Parent 2 

Gender #7 The gender of the child 

Race fields #8a-f The race(s) of the child*  

 #52a-f 
The race(s) of the child’s current/most recent 

Foster Parent 1 

 #54a-f 
The race(s) of the child’s current/most recent 

Foster Parent 2 

Hispanic/Latino #9 
The Hispanic/Latino Ethnicity designation of the 

child* 

 
#53 

The Hispanic/Latino Ethnicity designation of the 

child’s current/most recent Foster Parent 

 
#55 

The Hispanic/Latino Ethnicity designation of the 

child’s current/most recent Foster Parent 2 

Child was 

previously Adopted 
#16 

Indicates whether the child was Adopted prior to 

being placed in Out of Home care. 

Age Adopted #17 
If Adopted, this field designates the child’s age at 

time of adoption 

 

* A person’s race and ethnicity is determined by how he or she defines himself or herself or how 

others define him or her. In the case of a young child, parents determine the race of the child. 

Workers must ask clients this information and not make assumptions on which and how many 

races or whether the client is Hispanic or Latino or not. When a worker, rather than the client, 

makes this determination, he or she may be under-representing all possible races. 
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2.3 Person Management Page – Characteristics Tab 
 

eWiSACWIS Field AFCARS Element Definition 

Person has a 

Clinically Diagnosed 

Disability 

#10 

Indicates whether the person has a clinically 

diagnosed disability 

Disability Type 

checkboxes 
#11-15 

If the person has a clinically diagnosed 

disability, use these fields to indicate what type 

of disability* 

 

 

* The Details flare associated with each element gives the definition of the clinically diagnosed 

disability. 
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Out of Home Placement Page 
 

eWiSACWIS 

Field 
AFCARS Element Definition 

Removed From 

Home 

 

#18 & 21 

These fields mark the begin date of placement 

episode due to a court order or Voluntary Placement 

Agreement (VPA).  

Element #18 marks the child’s very first removal 

from home due to a court order or VPA. 

Element #21 marks the child’s most recent removal 

from home due to a court order or VPA.* 

 #19 

This is a computed field. It counts the total number 

of times the child has been removed and placed in 

Out of Home Care due to a court order or VPA. 

Placement Begin #23 
This field marks the begin date of the child’s most 

recent Out of Home Care placement setting 

 #24 

This is a computed field. It counts the total number 

of placement settings the child has been in since and 

including the placement shown in #21 

Manner #25 

This indicates the removal manner (e.g., court order 

or VPA) at the time of the most recent removal from 

home 

Placement Setting #41 
This indicates the child’s current placement setting 

(Shelter, Foster Home, etc.) 

Caretaker 

Structure 
#44 

This indicates the structure of the child’s Caretaker 

at the time of most recent removal from home* 

Primary Caretaker #45 

The date of birth for the child’s primary caretaker is 

pulled from this person’s Person Management 

record 

Secondary 

Caretaker 
#46 

The date of birth for the child’s secondary caretaker 

is pulled from this person’s Person Management 

record 

 

* To properly document a child’s caretaker(s), a removal (Removed From Home) should not be 

created in a Pre-Adoptive Child case. Therefore, a removal should be documented in the case a 

child originated in prior to the Termination of Parental Rights. 
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2.4 Removal Address and Reasons Page 
 

eWiSACWIS 

Field 
AFCARS Element Definition 

Removal Reasons #26-40 
Indicates why the child was removed from his or 

her home* 

 
 

 
 

* To ensure reporting accuracy, workers are to check ALL applicable reasons for removal from 

home. Workers do not need to limit the number of removal reasons checked. The number of 

reasons checked should reflect all circumstances surrounding the removal of the child from the 

home. 
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2.5 Placement Service Ending Page 
 

eWiSACWIS Field AFCARS Element Definition 

End Date & Is the End 

of This Child 

Placement a Discharge 

from All Placements? 

#20 

Where Applicable. 

This field marks the end date a placement 

episode made under the court order or VPA 

prior to the child’s most recent removal from 

home due to a court order or VPA. 

End Date & Is the end 

of this Child Placement 

a Discharge from All 

Placements? 

#56* 

Where Applicable. 

This field marks the end date of a placement 

episode made under the child’s current court 

order or VPA. 

Discharge Reason #58* 

Where Applicable. 

This field indicates the outcome of placements 

made under the child’s current court order or 

VPA. 
 

* For placement episodes that end for reason of adoption, i.e., that are not “Discharged,” the 

discharge information is recorded when an Adoption Finalization date is entered under the 

child’s Legal Status page in eWiSACWIS as presented in Section 1.10. 
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2.6 Permanency Plan 
 

eWiSACWIS 

Field 
AFCARS Element Definition 

Current 

Permanence Goal 

(or Proposed 

Permanence Goal) 

#43 

Indicates the child’s current permanence goal, or a 

proposed permanence goal when the goal of record 

has not been established. After 60 days in 

placement, the child must have at least a proposed 

permanence goal. After six months in placement, 

the child must have a current permanence goal. 
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2.7 Permanency Review or Hearing Results (Permanency Review/Hearing Date) 
 

eWiSACWIS 

Field 
AFCARS Element Definition 

Date of Hearing/ 

Review 

 

#5 

Indicates the date of the child’s most recent 

Administrative Review Meeting or Judicial 

Review Hearing (Permanency Review). There are 

two ways to document such a review: 

Planning – Perm Review/Hearing Result  

 - Permanency Review (6 month) OR 

 - Permanency Hearing (12 months) 
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2.8 Legal Status Page with TPR Dates for Mother/Father 
 

eWiSACWIS Field AFCARS Element Definition 

Date of Mother’s TPR #47 Indicates the date of the parent’s TPR 

Date of Father’s TPR #48 Indicates the date of the parent’s TPR 
 

Elements #47-48- Dates of Mother and/or Father TPR, if applicable 
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2.9 Legal Status Page with a Finalized Adoption, i.e. Adoption Discharge 
 
 

eWiSACWIS 

Field 
AFCARS Element Definition 

Adoption 

Discharge Date 

and Reason 

#56 & #58 

Indicates the date of a child’s finalized 

adoption. For AFCARS purposes, this 

date is used to signify a Discharge from a 

placement episode and the reason of 

Discharge to Adoption. 
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2.10 Home Provider Page – Home Tab 
 

eWiSACWIS Field AFCARS Element Definition 

Marital Status  

(Foster Family Structure) 
#49 Indicates the foster family structure 
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2.11 Home Provider Page – Members Tab 
 

eWiSACWIS Field AFCARS Element Definition 

Foster Family Caretakers Supports #50-#55 

Demographic data in the Person 

Management page are derived from the 

foster caretaker(s) designated on this page 
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2.12 Placement Correction Page 
 

eWiSACWIS Field AFCARS Element Definition 

Date Removed 

from his/her Home 
#18 & 21 

These fields mark the begin date of placement 

episode due to a court order or Voluntary 

Placement Agreement (VPA). 

Element #18 marks the child’s very first removal 

from home due to a court order or VPA. 

Element #21 marks the child’s most recent 

removal from home due to a court order or VPA. 

Placement End 

Date & Is the End 

of This Child 

Placement a 

Discharge from All 

Placements? 

#20 

Where Applicable. 

This field marks the end date a placement episode 

made under the court order or VPA prior to the 

child’s most recent removal from home due to a 

court order or VPA. 

Removal Reasons #26-40 
Indicates why the child was removed from his or 

her home* 

Caretaker Structure #44 

This indicates the structure of the child’s 

Caretaker at the time of most recent removal from 

home 

Primary Caretaker #45 

The Date of Birth for the child’s primary 

caretaker is pulled from this person’s Person 

record 

Secondary 

Caretaker 
#46 

The Date of Birth for the child’s secondary 

caretaker is pulled from this person’s Person 

record 

Placement End 

Date & Is the end 

of this Child 

Placement a 

Discharge from All 

Placements? 

#56** 

Where Applicable. 

This field marks the end date of a placement 

episode made under the child’s current court order 

or VPA. 

Discharge Reason #58** 

Where Applicable. 

This field indicates the outcome of placements 

made under the child’s current court order or 

VPA. 

 

* To ensure reporting accuracy, workers are to check ALL applicable reasons for removal from 

home. Workers do not need to limit the number of removal reasons checked. The number of 

reasons checked should reflect all circumstances surrounding the removal of the child from the 

home.  

 

** For placement episodes that end for reason of adoption, i.e., that are not “Discharged,” the 

discharge information is recorded when Adoption Finalization date is entered under the child’s 

Legal Status page in eWiSACWIS as presented in Section 1.11. 
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2.13 Removal Address and Reasons Correction Page 
 

 
 
 
3. Conclusion 

 

Each of the screens presented above address each of the AFCARS data elements for which errors 

will produce ticklers. Please refer to the AFCARS Help page and AFCARS Troubleshooting 

Guide for additional information on how to address questions and concerns related to the 

AFCARS Exceptions page. These can be found on the eWiSACWIS Knowledge Web at the 

following location: 

 

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/knowledgeweb/training/user-guides-and-manuals/afcars 

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/knowledgeweb/training/user-guides-and-manuals/afcars

